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COLLECTANEA.
small-pox, and having no vaccine matter, took from a girl, fifteen years old, who had been vaccinated, the virus of a varioloid pustule, on the fifth day of the eruption, and inoculated with it a child at the breast. What was his surprise to see ten superb vaccine pustules result from this inoculation! Wishing to verify so singular a fact, and fearful of allowing himself to be imposed upon by appearances, lie inoculated forty-two children with the matter of these pustules arrived at their ninth day, and these all had the vaccine ; these again furnished in their turn virus to inoculate one hundred others, and the operation, performed in the presence of the authorities of the place and several professional men, was followed by the same result. Lastly, M. Guillon, wishing to lenew his experiment, inoculated, with the same success, ten other persons with the matter of varioloid pustules, from ten students of the College of St. Pol de Leon, who had been formerly vaccinated.
A later letter announces that numerous experiments confirm the identity of the varioloid and the vaccine virus. The first appears to have even more energy than the second; it acts as a preservative like the second, since individuals inoculated with it had with impunity exposed themselves to the contagion of sinall-pox. (Revue Medicate.)
Abdominal Tumor.?M. Lisfranc mentioned the case of a lady who had a moveable tumor in the beliy, and which had so distended the integuments of the abdomen, that her extraordinary figure was the jest of every body. All the surgeons who were consulted dreaded any operation for her relief. One day this woman, in straining to pass a little urine, passed at the same time pieces of yellowish mucus, and the size of her belly sensibly subsided. But, during the discharge of these matters, there came on long-continued syncopes, and at short intervals. M. Lisfranc being called,attributed these syncopes to the void made in the abdomen, and he placed the patient in such a position that the inferior part of the pelvis was raised. The discharge ceased, and she regained her strength. However, from time to time the patient was placed so as to facilitate the discharge, and in a month the belly had its natural size. At present there can only be felt in the left flank a hard moveable tumor, the size of a fist, caused by the thickening of the cyst, which has for two years and a half remained in the same state, and continues to furnish by the bladder a small quantity of white matter. This lady has got fat, and enjoys in other respects good health. (Ibid.) On tiro new Kinds of Urinary Gravel.?These new varieties of calculi were observed by M. Magendik. The first occurred with a man of rank, a lover of good eating, who, being in circumstances in which lie gave way to his inclinations, thought it right 'to eat each morning a large plateful of sorrel. After following this plan for more than a year, severe pains were felt in the loins and ureters, and shortly after a calculus was voided, six or seven lines in length, and two in width. It was hard, had an orange colour, and, being analysed, was found to consist of oxalate of lime nearly pure. The oxalic acid introduced into the system by the sorrel was evidently the cause of this calculus, and an effectual remedy was found in change of diet.
The second kind of gravel was of much more uncertain origin. In this disease (as yet undescribed) the saline deposit of the urine assumed two forms,?being sometimes a fine white powder, mixed with a large quantity of small hairs, varying in length from a line to an inch or more; and sometimes, on the contrary, forming white pieces, of unequal and irregular form, having no great degree of consistency, and crushing between the fingers. The fragments did not, however, separate entirely, but adhered together by means of a multitude of small hairs like those described, which, being mixed On the 30th April, 1826, at the request of the public administration, wc went to the commune of Sussargues, to proceed to the exhumation of a dead body discovered in a garden. The earth being removed, we found, at the depth of eighteen inches, a human skeleton lying on its back.v The head, placed towards the north, was slightly bent forward; the lower jaw was separated from the upper. The arms were crossed upon the breast, so that the right passed a little over the left. The ribs, still retaining the form of the thorax, were separated from the sternum, which we found lying on the opposite vertebrae. Some black hair, and a metal button, were imbedded in a moist eartby matter, which covered the anterior surface of the sternum. The vertebral column, unbroken, had retained its relations with the head and pelvis. The inferior extremities, stretched out, and on the same level as the trunk, followed the direction of the axis of the body, and inclined towards each other. The right foot, which alone we saw in its place, was still in the shoe, a little bent on the leg, and inclined to its outer edge ; the left had been removed with the shoe, in which we found only a part of it.
The head, removed from its position, was dry in the frontal region, while the occipital region was still moist, and lubrified by a fatty matter, amongst which we found some black hair: attentively observed, it presented to us, at the right external orbitar angle, a deformity arising from an injury long anterior to death, since nature had produced a cure; we thought from this that there had been a cicatrix in this part. Another lesion of the bone existed on the left side of the coronal suture, but it appeared of ancient date. The left temporal bone, especially, fixed our attention : its squamous portion, almost separated from the parietal bone, was divided into three portions by three cracks, which proceeded from the circumference of the bone, and, before the external auditory canal, united to a fourth, which, turning round the base of the zygomatic process, terminated in the glenoid cavity. As neither time nor place permitted an attentive examination of the other parts of the skeleton, we put all the bones that we could find into a bag, to which the legal seal was applied.
On the 5th of May, we went to the judges' chamber, to continue the examination of the bones. We found all the vertebrae, the ribs, .and bones of the pelvis, which were soon articulated. Wishing to determine to what sex the skeleton belonged, we examined these different parts. By the width of the passages being small compared to the depth of the pelvis, the outlet narrow, cordiform, and terminated in a point forwards, a formation that depends on the direction of the ischia, which in their descent converge much towards each other, by the oval and very elongated form of the obturator holes, we were induced to believe that it belonged to a man. We are confirmed in our opinion by the small separation of the descending rami of the pubis, which had their anterior face directed outwards; whilst in the female it is broad and flat. These circumstances were in relation with the length, the consistence, and development of the bones.
The sex being known, we endeavoured to discover the man's age. The complete development of the bones, that of the processes to which the muscles are attached, and also the jaws; the state of the teeth, the number of which was complete, with the exception of the fourth molar tooth of the right side of the upper jaw, which had been long out, as the alveolar cavity was ossified ; and the adjoining teeth had not changed their direction, although they were not supported: these circumstances induced us to say that he had attained his fortieth year. According to the comparative Manson, whose kindness on this and other occasions call for my warmest acknowledgments, the friends permitted an examination of the body to be made, at which Mr. T. R. Tathain also assisted. The exact situations of the punctures were found to be as before described. The diaphragm was drawn very high up into the thorax, so that if a pointed instrument had then been introduced perpendicularly at the place of the lowest operation, it would have been punctured. The pericardium adhered externally to the anterior part of the left thoracic parietes, through the medium of a layer of firmish recent lymph ; and internally it was found every where adherent to the surface of the heart and large vessels, by means of a similar layer of lymph, which varied much in quantity in different places, being in some parts from one-eighth to one-fourth of an inch thick. The adhesion was moderately firm, and the lymph of a reddish colour. As the cavity of the pericardium was destroyed by this state of things, there was of course no fluid remaining it. The pericardium proved to have been perforated at both the points of" operation, and there were two holes at each place, so that every time the trocar was introduced, it had penetrated the bag.
On the surface of the right ventricle, opposite the upper or last made puncture, there were two dark spots, which, on examination, proved to be drops of coagulated blood enveloped in the layers of lymph, and which had doubtless come from the wounds of the pericardium, as the surface of the heart was untouched. Both the ventricles and auricles wdre of the natural size. The muscular structure of the heart was rather flabby, and paler than natural. The edge of the mitral valve, on its auricular surface, was beset wiih a small ridge of sear-cartilaginous lymph, evidently of recent deposition, although fi' m and hard.
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To this long account I may add, that I have since tried the experiment puncturing the free portion of the pericardium on the dead body, and I have found, that the point of the trocar readily penetrates the sac; hut as soon as the edge of the canula (which of course is always rather larger than the instrument it contains) comes in contact with it, it pushes the pericardium before it, and does not enter it, unless it be introduced to a considerable depth. This explains the supposed failure of the operation in the first instance.
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